
 
1. WORDS are made up of parts.  The main part is called a ROOT or stem.  The ROOT contains 

 the primary meaning of the word. 

 

Example: ROOT   MEANING 

  pay   to give someone money for something in order to buy it 

  honest   truthful; not hiding the truth or the facts 

   

 

2. Pre- means “before.”  A PREFIX goes in front of a root.  When we add a PREFIX to a  root, 

 the word CHANGES MEANING. 

 

  PREFIX   +    ROOT    =    NEW WORD with different meaning 
  re-    +       pay   =    repay 
  

  re- means “again”, so repay = to pay back money that you borrowed 

   
  dis-      + honest    =    dishonest 
 

  dis- means “not”, “the opposite of”, so dishonest = hiding the truth or the facts   

 (the opposite of honest) 

 

 

3. SUFFIX is letters added to the end of a root or word.  A suffix CHANGES the PART OF 

 SPEECH.  A suffix does not affect the meaning of the original word. 

 

Example: ROOT  +  SUFFIX  =  Same meaning/Different Part of Speech 
  pay +   -ment    =    payment 
  honest  +  -ly     =  honestly 

 

  Pay is a verb.  Payment is a noun.  Meaning of these two words is the same. 

  Honest is an adjective.  Honestly is an adverb.  Meaning is the same. 

 

REVIEW: 1.  All words contain a root.  The root has meaning. 

  2.  Prefixes can be added to a root.  A prefix changes the meaning of the root and  

  makes a different word. 

  3.  A suffix is/are letter(s) added to the end of a word.  Suffixes change the part of 

  speech but do not affect meaning. 

 
 

EXERCISE:  Make new words by adding a prefix to the root.  Choose from the prefixes given. 

Prefixes: ex- im- dis- tele-  un- pre- 

 

Root New word    Meaning of new word 

possible impossible    Not possible 

happy        

view        

phone        

port        

approve        



 

Root or Prefix Meaning Examples 

a, an not, without atheist, anarchy, anonymous apathy,  

ab away from absent, abduction 

abl, able, ible able ability, edible, convertable 

ambul to walk ambulatory, amble, ambulance,  

anima living, breath, soul animation, animate, animal 

ante before anteroom, antecedent, antedate 

anti, ant against, opposite antisocial, antiseptic, antibiotic  

audi to hear audience, audiovisual, audible, 

auto self automobile, automatic, autograph 

be thoroughly bedecked, besmirch, besprinkled 

bibl(i) book bibliography, Bible 

bene good, well benefactor, benefit, benediction 

bio life biology, antibiotic, autobiography 

carn meat, flesh carnal, reincarnation, carnivore 

cede, ceed, cess to go, to yield succeed, proceed, precede, exceed 

chron time chronology, chronic, chronicle 

cide, cis to kill, to cut infanticide, suicide, incision  

circum around circumnavigate, circumference 

clud, clus claus to close include, exclude, claustrophobia 

co, con, com with, together combine, contemporary, cooperate 

contra, counter against, opposite contradict, counteract, contravene 

cracy rule democracy, aristocracy, bureaucracy  

cred to believe credo, incredible, credential, credit 

cycl circle, wheel bicycle, cyclical, cycle 

de from, down, away detach, deflate, derange, deodorize 

dei, div God, god divinity, divine, deity, divination 



demo people democracy, demagogue, epidemic 

dia through, across, between diameter, diagonal, dialogue dialect 

dict speak dictionary, predict, verdict, dictation 

dis, dys, dif away, not, negative dismiss, disrespect, different 

duc, duct to lead, pull produce, reduce, aqueduct, product  

dyn, dyna power dynamic, dynamite, dynasty 

ecto outside, external ectomorph, ectoderm, ectoplasm 

endo inside, withing endotoxin, endoscope, endogenous 

equi equal equinox, equator, equilibrium  

e, ex out, away, from exhale, exit, export, explode 

exter, extra outside of external, exterior extraordinary 

flu, flux flow fluent, influence, fluctuate 

flect, flex to bend flexible, reflection, deflect 

frat brother fraternity, fratricide 

gamy marriage monogamy, polygamy 

gen to beget genetic, gender, genealogy 

graph, gram to write grammar, biography, telegram 

hetero other heterogeneous, heterosexual,  

homo same homogenize, homonym, homophone 

hyper over, above hyperactive, hypersensitive 

hypo below, less than hypodermic, hypoglycemic 

in, im not intractable, innocent, impossible 

in, im in import, income, immigrate, infect 

inter, intro between international, introduce, Internet 

intra within, into intravenous, intracranial 

jac, ject to throw reject, eject, project, ejaculate 

lat side lateral, tri-lateral commission 

log, logy word, study logic, biology, psychology  



mal bad, badly maladjusted, dismal, malady 

man hand manual, manuscript, manicure 

mater mother maternal, alma mater, maternity 

mega great, million megaphone, megabyte 

meso middle mesomorph, mesoamerica 

meta beyond, change metaphor, metamorphosis 

meter measure thermometer, spedometer 

micro small microscope, microprocessor 

mis bad, badly mistake, misinterpret, misspell 

mit, miss to send transmit, permit, missile, missionary 

mov, mob move movie, automobile, immobilize 

morph shape polymorphic, morpheme, amorphous 

mort death mortality, mortuary, mortgage 

multi many multiply, multipurpose, multicolored 

nat birth native, nation, prenatal 

neo new neologism, neoclassic, neophyte 

non not nonferrous, nonabrasive, nondescript 

omni all omnipotent, omnivorous, omniscient 

para beside paralegal, paramedic, parachute 

patri, pater father patriotic, paternal, paternity 

ped foot pedicure, pedestrian, centipede 

per through, intensive permit, perspire, perforate, persuade 

peri around periscope, perimeter, periodontal 

phon sound telephone, phonetic, microphone 

phot light photograph, photosynthesis, photon 

poly many polytheist, polygon, polygamy 

pre before prescription, prediction, prejudice 

port to carry portable, transport, deport, export 



post after postscript, postmortem 

re back, again report, realign, retract, revise, regain 

retro backwards retrorocket, retrospect, retroactive 

sanct holy sanctify, sanctuary, sanction 

scrib, script to write inscription, prescribe, scribble, scribe 

sect, sec cut intersect, transect, dissect, section 

semi half semifinal, semiconscious, semicircle 

spect to look inspect, spectator, retrospect 

sub under, below submarine, substandard, subordinate 

super, supra above superior, suprarenal, supernatural 

syn together synthesis, synonym, syndicate 

tele distance, from afar television, telephone, telegraph 

theo, the God theology, theist, polytheist 

therm, thermo heat thermal, thermometer, thermoelectric 

tract to drag, draw attract, tractor, traction, subtract 

trans across transoceanic, translate, transport 

un not uncooked, unharmed, unintended 

veh, vect to carry vector, vehicle, convection 

vert, vers to turn convert, revert, advertise, versatile 

vita life vital, vitality, vitamins, revitalize 

Number Prefixes 

Prefix Meaning Examples 

mono, uni one monogamous,  uniform, universal  

bi, di two divide, bilingual, biweekly, bivalve 

tri three triangle, trinity, trilogy 

quat, quad four quadruped, quadruplets 

quint, penta five quintet, quintuplets, pentagon 



hex, ses, sex six hexagon, sestet, sextuplets 

hept, sept seven septet, septennial, heptagon 

oct eight octopus, octagon, octogenarian 

non nine nonagon, nonagenarian 

dec ten decimal, decade, Decalogue  

cent hundred centennial, century, centipede 

mill, kilo thousand millennium, kilobyte, kiloton 

mega million megabyte, megaton, megaflop 

giga billion gigabyte, gigaflop 

tera trillion terabyte, teraflop 

milli thousandth millisecond, milligram, millivolt 

micro millionth microgram, microvolt 

nano billionth nanosecond, nanobucks 

Find the meanings of the parts of these words: 

 

1. Homo-phone             ___________     ___________ 

2. Tele-scope  ___________     ___________ 

3. Anti-bio-tic  ___________     ___________   _”tic” is an adjective ending_ 

4. Bi-lateral  ___________     ___________ 

5. Mono-theism   ___________     ___________          

 

6. Audi-ence  ___________     ___”ence” is a noun ending___ 

7. Bene-dict-tion  ___________     ___________    _”tion” is a noun ending_ 

8. Contra-dict  ___________     ___________     

9. Bio-logy  ___________     ___________ 

10. Post-mortem  ___________     ___________ 

11. Pre-natal care  ___________     ___________ 

12. In-cred-ible  ___________     ___________    ___________      



13. Im-port  ___________     ___________ 

14. Pre-dict  ___________     ___________ 

15. Retro-spect  ___________     ___________ 

16. Thermo-meter  ___________     ___________ 

 

17. anonymous 

 

18. chronological 

 

19. include 

 

20. infanticide 

 

21. homicide 

 

22. fratricide 

 

23. automobile 

 

24. disrespect 

 

25. nonabrasive 

 

26. mistake 

 

27. immortal 

 

28. pedal 

 

29. centipede 

 

30. portable 

 

31. incredible 

 

32. inedible 

 

33. monolingual 

 

34. bilingual 

 

35. universe 

 

36. quarter 

 

37. percent 

 

38. century 

 

39. sextet 

 

40. hexagon 

 

41. octopus 

 

42. union 

 

43. bilateral 

 

44. trilateral 

 

45. octogenarian 

 

46. polytheistic 

 

47. monotheism 

 

48. dialog 

 

49. monologue 

 

50. biannual 

 

51. semiannual 

 

52. semicircle 

 


