
1.  Noun clause as subject 

Example:   What she said made him angry. 

2.  Noun clause as direct object 

Example:  I don’t care what you do 

3.  Adjective clause on subject noun 

Example: The kids who live across from me broke my window. 

4.  Adjective clause on direct object noun 

Example:  I like the kids who live across from me. 

5.  Adjective clause on the object of a preposition 

Example:  I live in Oakland which is beautiful despite its bad reputation. 

6.  Adjective clause with the conjunction as the subject of the adjective clause (that, 
who, which) 

Examples: 

The man who loves me is African American 

The car that hit mine wasn’t insured. 

The city which was closest to the earthquake got damaged. 

NOT:  the man who I love (I is the subject.  Who is the relative pronoun, but not the 
subject). 

7.  Noun clause as embedded question 

Do you know where the post office is? 

I don’t know where the post office is. 

(the sentence is a question only if the independent clause is a question) 

8.  Noun clause after an “it’s” subject and adjective. 

It’s amazing that you don’t like chocolate! 

It’s funny how she always trips over her own feet. 

It’s great that you take such good care of your kids 

9.  Adverbial clause of condition ( if/only if/unless) 

If you come early, we can get dinner before the show. 

Only if you tell her the truth will she understand. 

Unless you stop hitting your brother, I won’t get you an ice cream. 



10.  Adverbial clause of reason (because, since, as) 

I come to school because I need to learn. 

I come to school since my English is poor. 

I come to school as I need ESL before I can go to university. 

11.  Adverbial clause of contrast (even though, although, in spite of the fact that, 
while) 

Even though it’s cold, we’ll still go to the park. 

Although she loves chocolate, she’s giving it up. 

In spite of the fact that I may fail, I still try. 

While it may not work, I will give it my best. 

12.  Adverbial clause of purpose (so that, in order that) 

I need to buy milk so that I can make cornbread. 

I will call my daughter in order that she knows we are thinking of her. 

13.  Adverbial clause of time (when, while, after, before, since, as soon as, until, 
whenever) 

When we get home, I’ll start dinner. 

While we’re driving, we listen to the radio. 

After class started, my cell phone rang. 

Before I got my hair cut, I had to get cash. 

Since I’ve been teaching here, I’ve met many wonderful people. 

As soon as we finish the test tomorrow, you can go home. 

Until we finish, you need to pay attention 

Whenever it rains, I get depressed. 

14.  Adverbial clause of time (future time, present form) 

When she arrives, she’ll call from the airport. 

After we get to London, we will rent a car. 

Until we finish this class, we can’t talk on the cell phone. 


