
1 Adjectives Describe Nouns 

Adjective Words 

 go before the noun or after a linking verb 
 describe a noun 

before the noun:  red dress,   hard class,  fast car,   tall tree 
after a linking verb:   the dress is red, the class seems hard, the car feels fast, the tree 
looks tall 

Vocabulary:  adjectives, opposites and comparatives (optional - if you missed this in the 
lower level classes) 

Ordering of Adjectives (optional)  We care what order the adjectives are in.  I don't know 
why we care, and the rules are pretty complex.  Check it out 

2 Adjective Phrases 

A phrase is a group of words without subject and verb 
A clause is a group of words with a subject and verb 

An adjective phrase is a prepositional phrase, but it goes directly after a noun and 
describes that noun.  It usually says which one you're talking about. 

 The man with the blue hat sat on the steps. 
 The one in the corner is the best. 
 I need the book on the other table for my homework. 

Explanation Video:  
Practice:http://www.quia.com/quiz/268697.html?AP_rand=1038859932 

3 Adjective Clauses 

Adjective words go before the noun they modify. 
Adjective phrases and adjective clauses go directly after the noun they modify. 

A phrase is a group of words without a subject or verb:  on the table, with a red hat 
A clause is a group of words with a subject and verb set:  who sits in the front, that sold 
me my last computer, which is pretty. 

An adjective clause has a subject and verb and goes directly after the noun it modifies. 

 a person who always tells the truth 
 The one that bit me 
 A city which has many diverse cultures 
 The place where I was born 
 A time when I felt happy 

https://grammarbydeborah.wordpress.com/online-practice-lists/adjectives-and-adverbs/
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/adjord.htm
https://youtu.be/WqGtURNqZzg
http://www.quia.com/quiz/268697.html?AP_rand=1038859932


Use "who" for people.  "whose" is the possessive form.  "whom," the object form is 
seldom used any more in normal speech.  people who live in Oakland....   The man 
whose house is across from ours....  (his house - so - whose house - possessive] 

Use "which" for things.  there is no possessive form or object form.   the car which is in 
my driveway....    the painting which my sister borrowed.... 

Use "that" when it defines which one.  You can use "that" for people or things.  Never 
use commas with "that."  If you see commas in the examples below, use "which" not 
"that."  (we'll do more on this later) 

The car that hit mine....    The coffee that I just made....   The girl that told you... 

YouTube Lesson on Adjective Clauses:  
PRACTICE 

Choose Who, That, Which, Whose:  http://www.englisch-
hilfen.de/en/exercises/pronouns/relative_pronouns2.htm 

http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/adj2.htm 

http://www.quizmoz.com/quizzes/English-Language-Quizzes/a/Adjective-Clauses-
Quiz.asp 

Complete the sentence:  http://www.better-english.com/grammar/nondef.htm 

4 Adjective Clause vs. Noun Clause 

The noun clause IS the subject. 
The adjective clause DESCRIBES a noun subject. 

 What he told me was nice. (the subject is underlined.  It has a subject and verb 
"he told" so it is a clause) 

 The story that he told me was nice. (the subject is underlined. It is just a noun 
word.  "That he told me" is an adjective clause describing/defining which story 
we're talking about.) 

The noun clause IS the object. 
The adjective clause describes the noun object. 

 I don't remember why they left.  (the object is underlined.  It has a subject-verb 
"they left" so it is a clause.) 

 I don't remember the reason why they left. (the object is underlined.  It is a noun 
word.  Why they left is an adjective clause defining/describing that reason) 

The noun clause IS the object of a preposition. 
The adjective clause describes a noun object of a preposition. 

https://youtu.be/0NEAzGvVjY4
http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/pronouns/relative_pronouns2.htm
http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/pronouns/relative_pronouns2.htm
http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/adj2.htm
http://www.quizmoz.com/quizzes/English-Language-Quizzes/a/Adjective-Clauses-Quiz.asp
http://www.quizmoz.com/quizzes/English-Language-Quizzes/a/Adjective-Clauses-Quiz.asp
http://www.better-english.com/grammar/nondef.htm


 Let's talk about what she chose.  (about what?  about what she chose.  The noun 
clause "what she chose" is the object of the preposition "about."  It's a clause 
because it has a subject and verb "she chose.") 

 Let's talk about the choice that she made.  (about what?  about the choice.  The 
noun word "choice" is the object of the preposition "about."  "That she made is an 
adjective clause describing/defining that choice.) 

More examples: 
The noun clause IS the object.  (knows what? ask about what?) 
The adjective clause is ON the object.  (man that, homework that) 

She knows who you are. 
She knows the type of man that you are. 

He wants to ask about where she went. 
He wants to ask about the place that she went. 

Can you explain what the homework is? 
Can you explain the homework that we need to do? 

Did you understand how this grammar works? 
Did you understand the grammar that we are learning? 

JUST FOR PRACTICE 
Try to write 5 more like those with a noun clause object or a noun word object+adjective 
clause. 

5 Adjective Clause on the Subject Noun 

An adjective clause is just an adjective.  It modifies a noun. It is a "relative clause" not a 
main clause. 

When the adjective clause is on the subject noun, the next word will be a VERB (subject 
noun is underlined, adjective clause is highlighted, main verb is in capital letters): 

 The man who I live with IS funny. 
 The car that we bought HAD 80,000 miles on it. 
 My father, who I loved dearly, DIED in 1988. 
 The U.S., where I live now, HAS an election this week. 
 The homework that I have to do CAN BE challenging. 

JUST FOR PRACTICE 
Try to write 5 more like those with a subject noun, adjective clause and then a verb and 
the rest of the sentence.  Make sure the sentence still works if you take out the adjective 
clause. 

6 BUILD A SENTENCE 

On your next test, you will have have a "build a sentence" exercise. 



1) write a basic sentence with a subject noun and object noun.  (Examples:  the cat lives 
in the house,   my mother makes cookies,  the tree hit the roof ) 

2) Add adjective clauses after both the subject noun and the object noun.   (Examples:  
the cat that bit me lives in the house that was just sold,   my mother, who lives in Santa 
Rosa, makes cookies that are both delicious and healthy,  the tree that fell in the 
storm hit the roof that was being repaired.) 

JUST FOR PRACTICE 

Write your own examples.  Sentence one has noun words for the subject and direct 
object.  Sentence two adds adjective clauses after each of those nouns.  KEEP THE 
SAME MAIN VERB. 

EXAMPLE: 

1. The printer just ate the paper. 
2. The printer that I'm using just ate the paper that I needed. 

**ADD!  Don't remove or change anything.  Just ADD!!** 

7 BUILD A SENTENCE 2 

1.  Write a sentence starting with I don't know... and a noun clause object.  I don't know 
is your main clause. 

2.  ADD a FANBOYS clause starting with "and" or "but"(use a comma because 
FANBOYS are always in the middle and always have a comma) 

***ADD!!  Don't remove/change anything.  Just ADD!!** 

3.  Add a time clause after the FANBOYS clause (no comma because the 
adverbial/subordinate/dependent clause is after the main clause) 

4.  Add a "because" clause on the beginning of the sentence.  Use a comma because 
the "because" clause is before the main clause "I don't know." 

5.  Add two adjective clauses.  Put one after any noun in this long sentence. 

Example 1: 

1. I don't know where my keys are. 
2. I don't know where my keys are, but my husband will probably find them. 
3. I don't know where my keys are, but my husband will probably find them before I 

do. 
4. Because I left in a big hurry this morning, I don't know where my keys are, but my 

husband will probably find them before I do. 



5. Because I left in a big hurry this morning, I don't know where my keys that I need 
for school are, but my husband, who is very observant, will probably find them 
before I do. 

Your assignment this week will be to make sentences with adjective clauses and then a 
long sentence like this so that you can practice. 

EXAMPLE 2: 

1. I don't know how you get to John's house. [noun clause "you get" is the subject 
and verb] 

2. I don't know how you get to John's house, and I can't call him. [FANBOYS clause 
has a subject and verb "I can't call"] 

3. I don't know how you get to John's house, and I can't call him until he gets off 
work. [a time CLAUSE has a subject and verb "he gets"] 

4. Because my GPS isn't working, I don't know how you get to John's house, and I 
can't call him until he gets off work. [the because CLAUSE has a subject and 
verb "GPS isn't working"] 

5. Because my GPS, which I rely on, isn't working, I don't know how you get to 
John's house, where we're supposed to meet for dinner tonight, and I can't call 
him until he gets off work, which will be too late. [adjective clauses go after the 
noun they modify and have subject and verb] 

  


