
Permission 
can 

be allowed to 

be permitted to 

may 

Prohibition 
can’t 

must not 

be not supposed to 

shouldn’t 

Offer 
can I 

may I 

would you like 

Polite Request 
may I 

could you 

can you 

would you 

Requirement 
must 

have to 

have got to 

Advice 
should 

had better 

ought to 

Ability 
can  

could 

be able to 

Present Possibility 
can 

could 

may  

might 

 

 
Kathy can take her dog to work 
My son isn’t allowed to stay out late. 

Children are not permitted to do factory work 

You may eat during class. 

 

 

You can’t bring your kids to class. 

I must not forget my daily medicine. 

He’s not supposed to take that car. 

You shouldn’t drive without a license. 

 

 

Can I bring you something? 

May get you another one? 

Would you like a cup of coffee? 

 

 

May I open the window? 

Could you close the door please? 

Can you pass the salt? 

Would you hand me that book? 

 

 

You must take the Final to pass. 

She has to be at work early today. 

I have got to study harder! 

 

 

You should see a doctor about that. 

You had better clean your room! 

She ought to be more careful. 

 

 

He can swim well. 

She could read when she was 6. 

I am able to spell many words. 

 

 

It can be hot or cold in January. 

He could be sleeping now. 

It may be raining in New York. 

She might be home sick today. 

 



Future Possibilities 
could 

may 

might 

Future for sure 
will 

be going to 

Present Almost sure 
must  

should  

probably (adverb, not modal) 

have to 

Expectations 
Should 

Ought to 

be supposed to 

Preference 
would rather 

would like to 

prefer to 

Past Habit 

used to 

would 

 

 

 

We could go out tonight. 

He may have to work tomorrow. 

It might rain this weekend. 

 

 

I will get this right!! 

We’re going to drive to Arizona. 

 

 

The phone rings. It must be mom. 

He should be done with his work by now. 

She is probably at the doctor. 

The movie has to be over by now. 

 

I should pick them up by 3:30. 

He ought to be home before dinner. 

He’s supposed to get dinner today. 

 

 

I’d rather drive than fly. 

He’s like to try the fish. 

I prefer coffee to tea. 

She’d prefer to see a funny movie. 

 

 

I used to play volleyball. 

When I was a child, we would go to the 

candy store and then to the park after school.  


